
 LISGAR COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE  

DEPARTMENT:  English  and  Language 

COURSE  NAME: Media  Studies 

COURSE  CODE: EMS3O 
  

 
OVERVIEW   
This course emphasizes knowledge and skills that will enable students to understand media communication in the 
twenty-first century and to use media effectively and responsibly. Through analyzing the forms and messages of a 
variety of media works, the audiences' responses to them, and through creating their own media works, students 
will develop critical thinking skills, aesthetic and ethical judgment, and skills in viewing, representing, listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing. 

 
COURSE UNITS 
 
Introductory Unit: what is media; core concepts; types of media; key figures 
Advertising: consumerism; techniques; types; messages; deconstruction 
Journalism: conventions; bias; censorship; international perspectives; photography 
Film & TV: film history, techniques, production, documentaries, film studies 
 
OVERALL  CURRICULUM EXPECTATIONS  

 
1. Understanding  and  Interpreting  Media  Texts   

a) Understand and  Respond to  Media:   
Demonstrate  understanding  of  a  variety  of  media  texts   

b) Analyze  Media  Texts:   
analyze a variety of types of media texts; identify codes, conventions, and techniques used to explain how 
they create meaning  

 
2. Media  and  Society   

a) Understand Media Perspectives:   
analyze  and  critique  media  representation  of  people,  issues,  values,  and  behaviours   

b) Understand the Impact of Media on Society: analyze 
and evaluate the impact of media on society  

 
3. The Media  Industry   

a) Industry  and  Audience:   
demonstrate an understanding of the ways in which the creators of media texts target and attract 
audiences   

b) Ownership  and  Control:   
demonstrate an understanding of the impact of regulation, ownership, and control on access, choice, and 
range of expression  

 
4. Producing  and  Reflecting  on  Media  Texts   

a) Producing  Media  Texts:   
create a variety of media texts for different audiences and purposes, using effective forms, codes, 
conventions, and techniques.   

b) Careers  in Media Production:   
demonstrate  and  understanding  of  roles  and  career  options  in  a  variety  of  media  industries  



c) Metacognition:   
demonstrate an understanding of their growth as media consumers, media analysis, and media producers  

 
LEARNING SKILLS   
The development of sound learning skills is essential to the success of our students. Teachers and students will 
work together to understand and further the development of student learning skills in the areas of initiative, work 
habits, organization, team work, and independent work. Teachers report on learning skills on the midterm and 
final report cards. 
 
ASSESSMENT  METHODS  
Your understanding of the course expectations will be based on a variety of methods which will include tests, 
quizzes, journal entries, presentations, and various productions of media. There will also be a summative project 
and a final in-class exam. Marks from these assessments will be broken down and placed in the categories below. 
Please refer to the Lisgar Assessment and Evaluation Policy. 
 
EVALUATION  
 

 Course  Work  (70%)  

1.Application            17.5 %
2.Knowledge/Understanding  17.5 %
3.Communication  17.5 %
4.Thinking/Inquiry/Problem Solving  17.5 %

 Summative   (15%) 

 
The students in Media Studies will be required to complete a project that will encompass the various media forms 
that we have studied during the term. This project will be directed to a particular audience, and the students will 
have to demonstrate their understanding of the conventions and forms associated with each kind of text. 
 
Summative Due Date(s): TBA: The summative will take approximately one week of in-class time and it will take 

place during the latter portion of the term. 
Exam  (15%) 
 

The final exam for Media Studies will be an in-class exam that will evaluate students on skills and concepts that 
have been studied throughout the term. 
 
ATTENDANCE  
 
If you are absent from class, you are expected to catch up on what you missed and complete any relevant 
homework. When you return to class, you must provide documentation for your absence. 
 
If you know in advance that you will be absent for a test, please see your teacher before the scheduled test date to 
arrange an alternate time to write it. 
 
If you are unexpectedly absent for a valid reason on the day of a scheduled test, please let your teacher know why. 
When you return to class, remember to show an Absence Verification Form from your Period 1 teacher and a 
note from your parents indicating that they are aware you missed the test. An unjustified absence for a test may 
result in a mark of zero. 
 
SUPPLEMENTARY  NOTES 
 
Students are expected to attend classes and complete all work on-time. This is critical for the proper assessment 
and evaluation for learning of the students. 
 
As discussion is a major method of instruction in this class, class participation is critical for developing and 
enriching the understanding of the various concepts examined in this class.  


