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Course Description/Overview 

 

What is the significance of the events, patterns, and characteristics that brought individuals and societies of the world 

together –  and often divided them – in the so-called “modern era” that emerged out of the Medieval period, beginning 

in Europe with the Renaissance and Reformation? What “post-modern” and other perspectives can we use to question 

many of the historical assumptions often made or taken for granted in the West about the history of the world since the 

sixteenth century, particularly their emphasis on Western values and systems, and how they apply to the rest of the 

world? Through what historical lenses can the societies of the world, and the interactions of the world’s peoples, over 

the last five centuries be analyzed and understood? 

 

Outlined here are just some examples of the questions in which World History: The West and the World at Lisgar will 

engage you and your critical and creative thinking skills as you explore the world’s history and the collective human 

experience since the sixteenth century.  How did people, their relationship with each other, and to the world beyond 

their own geo-political setting change, or stay the same, during this time?  How did events relate to one another in 

terms of their cause, and effects? What kind of societies did people build, and how did different individuals and groups 

contribute to this growth? What have humans believed, dreamt about, and imagined – and why – in the last five 

centuries? In World History: The West and the World, we explore the human stories behind these questions and more. 

We seek to enhance our skills as historians, social scientists — we analyze clues from the past, draw our own 

conclusions, examine the varying conclusions of others, and share and debate these ideas with each other. Our goal is to 

emerge with a better understanding and appreciation of our world’s past, so we can meaningfully apply the skills and 

knowledge we have learned to the challenges of our own time. 

 

General Topics 

 

A. The World Re-Invented:  

1450-1700  

- Renaissance and Reformation: 1450-1600 

- 16-17
th

 Century Politics 

- The Age of Absolutism: 1600-1715 

- Contact and Conflict: 1450-1700 

 

B. An Age of Enlightenment & Revolution: 

1700-1815  

- The Enlightenment: 1700-1789 

- Revolution to Restoration: 1789-1815 

 

C. The World in the 18
th

 & 19
th

 Centuries: 

1700-1900  

- The World in the 18
th

 Century 

- The Birth of Modern Industrial Society: 1815-1850 

 

D. Upheaval and Connection: 

1850-1914  

- Nations in Upheaval 

- Imperialism, Colonialism, & Resistance 

 

 

 

E. World War I – Present: Summative Period  

1914-2010 

- World War I: 1914-1918 

- Between the Wars: An Anxious Generation 

- World War II: 1914-1918 

- The Western World: 1945-Present 

- Challenge & Change in the Global Village 
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Teaching Strategies, Assessment, and Evaluation  

 

Students are encouraged to develop their skills and construct their own meaningful knowledge and understanding of 

history as much as possible through authentic, ‘real life’ learning experiences that expose them to actual primary source 

documents and artifacts from history. Through our interactions with and research of the evidence left behind by the 

past, our goal is to develop and enhance our critical thinking, creative, and imaginative skills and to practice the 

communication of our learning through a variety of media – all in a way as much as possible that suits the differentiated 

learning needs, IEPs, interests, dreams, and motivations of the individual student.  

 

Students are encouraged to explore the course content and demonstrate their learning:  

 

• through the completion of and engagement in daily reading, and preparation to actively take part in reading 

discussions;  

 

• through the preparation, presentation, and leading of  class discussions on reading; 

 

• through engagement in and completion of teacher-directed class activities  

 

• by actively making use of class-provided time for creative projects (see below) 

 

• through the planning, development, production, and presentation of  Differentiated Creative Products  

 

• Tests and Exam 

 

• Summative Assignment:  A research essay on a topic of the student’s choosing, including a roundtable 

discussion, initiated towards the last month or so of the course 

 

Project-Based Learning Component: Differentiated Creative Products 

 

Over the course of the year, students will complete several creative, formative projects of their own choosing and 

design. These projects will take into account as wide a range of learning styles as possible, including verbal/auditory, 

rhythmic, visual/artistic, problem-solving, bodily/kinesthetic, inter/intrapersonal, technological, and sensual/spiritual. 

The goal of each project is to select a topic of personal interest and appeal, think critically and creatively about the 

knowledge content connected to (and significance of) the topic through properly-sourced research and analysis of the 

subject matter, and communicate their learning in a creative and interesting way to the class. Students will have 

extended periods of time to complete these projects in and out of class, conference with the teacher as needed, and 

present their learning to the class at the end of each creative project section.  

 

Formative Evaluation (70%)  

 

Evaluations of student work are all based on the extent to which they have achieved a demonstration of their learning, 

linked to the Ministry of Education’s curriculum expectations. Term evaluation will be balanced equally between the 

following four categories: Knowledge/Understanding; Thinking/Inquiry/Problem Solving; Communication; and 

Application. See below for category explanations and sample descriptions, as well as for curriculum connections.  

 

Summative Evaluation (30%) 

 

∙ Exam: 20%     ∙ Summative Project: 10% (towards the last month or so of the course) 
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Category explanations and sample descriptions: 

 
 

CRITERIA 
 

1 
ACHIEVEMENT  

FALLS MUCH BELOW  
THE STANDARD    

R        1-         1          1+ 
0-49 50-53   54-56    57-59 

 
 2 
 ACHIEVEMENT 
 APPROACHES 
 THE STANDARD 
 2-                2            2+ 
60-63       64-66       67-69 

 
 3 
 ACHIEVEMENT 
 MEETS  
 THE STANDARD 
 3-               3             3+ 
70-73        74-76      77-79 

 
 4 
 ACHIEVEMENT 
 EXCEEDS 
 THE STANDARD 
 4-               4               4+ 
80-86       87-93      94-100 

 
Thinking/Inquiry 
/Problem-solving: 
 
“Use of critical and 
creative thinking skills and 
processes” 

No evidence of critical 
thinking,  creativity or 
imagination; applies little 
or no use of inquiry 
process/planning skills; 
and/or  no evidence to 
suggest all work is clearly 
student's own.   

Needs to make more use 
of critical thinking, 
creativity or imagination; 
some but not all  ideas are 
supported with reasons, 
evidence; more use of 
new, original ideas;applies 
some use of inquiry 
process/planning skills  

Uses  critical thinking 
effectively; effective use of 
inquiry process/planning 
skills; uses new, original 
ideas; ideas are well 
supported with reasons, 
evidence; Work/ role play 
demonstrates creativity, 
originality and imagination 

Work, role play includes 
original, imaginative, 
creative,  twist reflecting 
critical thinking on new, 
personal insight / 
information/ knowledge 
introduced through 
research on the topic by 
the student. 

 
Knowledge & 

Understanding: 
 

“Acquisition of subject- 
specific content, and the 
comprehension of its 
meaning and significance.” 

Submission reflects no 
knowledge, understanding 
of facts, terms, concepts, 
principles, theories and 
relationships  &/or there is 
no evidence to suggest 
knowledge is student’s 
own 

Some, but not all parts of 
submission reflect an 
accurate knowledge, 
understanding of facts, 
terms, concepts, 
principles, theories and 
relationships to be 
explored 

Work reflects an accurate 
knowledge, understanding 
of facts, terms, concepts, 
principles, theories and 
relationships; learning 
reflects a strong grasp of 
knowledge questions 
posed and built upon   

Work reflects an accurate 
knowledge/understanding 
of new  insights facts, 
terms, concepts, 
principles, theories and 
relationships introduced by 
the student on the topic 
beyond prompts provided 

 
Communication: 

 
“The conveying of 
meaning and expression 
through various forms” 

 
No effort to clarify errors in 
spelling, grammar; 
punctuation; symbols or 
visuals; and/or ineffective 
oral communication to 
different audiences; or 
there is no evidence to 
suggest words are clearly 
student’s own 

 
Submission has a number 
of errors in spelling, 
grammar, punctuation; 
symbols or visuals ; and/or 
somewhat effective oral 
communication to different 
audiences;  somewhat 
effective collaboration, 
engagement teamwork 

 
Submission has very few 
errors in spelling, grammar 
punctuation; symbols or 
visuals used effectively;  
and/or effective oral 
communication to different 
audiences; effective 
collaboration, engagement 

teamwork 

 
Submission has no errors 
in spelling, grammar,  
punctuation; symbols, 
visuals blend clearly with 
written work; relaxed, 
enjoyable, confident oral 
communication to different 
audiences;  excellent 
collaboration, engagement 
teamwork 

Application: 
 

“The use of various skills 
to make to make 
connections within and 
between various contexts”  

 
 

No effort has been made 
to be neat & all or most 
parts of assign’t are 
missing; and/or there is no 
evidence to suggest all 
content  is clearly 
student’s own. 
 
Most or all sections of 
assig’t are missing or do 
not demonstrate effort to 
elaborate 
 
No attempt to plan, 
predict, transfer, apply 
concepts, connections, 
skills to new contexts 
and/or media (particularly 
technological) 

Some effort has been 
made to be neat and 
some, but not all, of the 
assignment is complete. 
 
 
 
Some or all parts of the 
assignment require more 
elaboration. 
 
 
Some effective planning, 
predicting, transferring, 
applying of concepts, 
connections, skills to new 
contexts and/or media 
(particularly technological) 

Submission is typed, neat, 
includes each part of the 
assignment, and all work 
for each part is complete. 
 
 
 
Submission is  thorough 
and fully elaborated upon. 
 
 
 
Effective planning, 
predicting, transferring, 
applying of concepts, 
connections, skills to new 
contexts and/or media 
(particularly technological) 

Submission demonstrates 
extra effort to introduce 
new content, personal 
insight / information/ 
knowledge on the topic. 
 
Submission demonstrates 
extra effort to introduce 
new, personal insight / 
information/ knowledge on 
the topic in detail. 
Planning, predicting, 
transferring, applying of 
concepts, connections, 
skills to new contexts 
and/or media results in  
originality in approach and 
powerful impact 
(particularly technological) 
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Learning Objectives 

 
Overall Curriculum Expectations - By the end of this course, students will: 

 

Strand A: Communities: Local, National, and Global 

 

A1. Describe analyse a variety of types of communities that have evolved since the sixteenth century; 

 

A2. Assess various types of interactions that have occurred among diverse peoples and cultures, and the impact of these interactions, since the sixteenth century; 

 

A3.  Evaluate the factors that have led to conflict and war or to cooperation and peace between and within various communities from the sixteenth century to the 

present. 

 

Strand B: Change and Continuity 

 

B1. Demonstrate an understanding of how the historical concept of change is used to analyse developments in the West and throughout the world since the 

sixteenth century; 

 

B2. Demonstrate an understanding of how the historical concept of continuity is used to analyse developments in the West and throughout the world since the 

sixteenth century; 

 

B3. Demonstrate an understanding of the importance and use of chronology and cause and effect in historical analyses of developments in the West and 

throughout the world since the sixteenth century. 

 

Strand C:  Citizenship and Heritage 

 

C1. Explain how key Western beliefs, philosophies, and ideologies have shaped the West and the rest of the world since the sixteenth century; 

 
C2. Analyse how non-Western ideas and culture have influenced the course of world history since the sixteenth century; 

 

C3.  Analyse different forms of artistic expression and how they have reflected or challenged the societies in which they have appeared; 

 

C4. Assess the range and diversity of concepts of citizenship and human rights that have developed since the sixteenth century. 

 

Strand D:  Social, Economic, and Political Structures 

 

D1. Describe diverse social structures and principles that have guided social organization in Western and non-Western societies since the sixteenth century; 

 

D2. Analyse significant economic developments in the West and the rest of the world since the sixteenth century; 

 

D3. Describe key developments and innovations in political organization in the West and the rest of the world since the sixteenth century; 

 

D4. analyse changing aspects of women’s economic, social, and political lives in Western and non-Western societies since the sixteenth century. 

 

Strand E. Methods of Historical Inquiry and Communication 

 

E1. Use methods of historical inquiry to locate, gather, evaluate, and organize research materials from a variety of sources; 

 

E2. Interpret and analyze information gathered through research, employing concepts and approaches appropriate to historical inquiry; 

 

E3. Communicate the results of historical inquiries, using appropriate terms and concepts and  a variety of forms of communication. 

The full curriculum document is available http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/canworld1112curr.pdf 

 

Digital copies of assignments and other materials are made available at www.ocdsb.ca, “Students”, “My Docs”, X-Drive, 

Handout, [teacher name] CHY4U. 

 


