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OVERVIEW 
This course offers a multidisciplinary approach to the study of human development throughout the life cycle, 
with particular emphasis on enhancing growth and development. Students will examine how early brain and 
child development are linked to lifelong learning, health, and well-being, and will develop child-care and 
human-relationship skills through practical experience in a community setting. This course also refines 
students’ skills used in researching and investigating issues related to human growth and development. 
COURSE CONTENT 
Human Development; Brain Development; Socialization and Human Development; Self and Others; Physical, 
Cognitive and Socio-Emotional Development; Diversity, Interdependence and Global Connections including 
Social Challenges; Research and Inquiry Skills.  
 
OVERALL CURRICULUM EXPECTATIONS 
Human Development:  
* demonstrate an understanding of established theories of bonding and attachment; 
* evaluate the significance of neuroscience and theories of brain development during critical periods in 
early childhood; 
* demonstrate an understanding of the consequences of environmental deprivation during early 
childhood; 
* analyse changes in human development throughout the life cycle, including early childhood, 
adolescence, mid-life, and aging. 
 
Socialization and Human Development: 
* demonstrate an understanding of the critical role that a family plays in the socialization of its 
members; 
* investigate and interpret the contributions that schools make to the socialization of individuals across 
the life span; 
* identify and evaluate the various ways in which the media can be seen as agents of socialization. 
 
Diversity, Interdependence and Global Connections: 
* demonstrate an understanding of the diverse influences that shape human growth and development; 
* explain why social challenges need to be understood within an integrated framework. 
 
Self and Others: 
*demonstrate an understanding of the critical nurturing and teaching roles of parents and care-givers; 
* analyse the many relationships that are a part of human development; 
* demonstrate an understanding of the ways in which communication and problem-solving skills are 
essential to human development. 
  
Research and Inquiry Skills: 
*use appropriate social science research methods in the investigation of issues related to human growth 
and development; 
* use appropriate psychological and sociological terminology relating to human growth and 
development; 



* demonstrate an understanding of how to access, organize, analyse, and evaluate information for 
research purposes; 
* communicate the results of their inquiries effectively 
 
LEARNING SKILLS 
The development of sound learning skills is essential to the success of our students. Teachers and students will 
work together to understand and further the development of student learning skills in the areas of initiative, 
work habits, organization, team work, and independent work. Teachers report on learning skills on the 
midterm and final report cards. 
 
ASSESSMENT METHODS 
Assessment and evaluation methods will include  tests, quizzes, graphic organizers, case studies, observation 
records, research papers, articles, essays, debates, oral presentations, pamphlets, newsletters, scrapbooks, 
posters and research reports.  Students will write an exam (15%), and complete a summative (15%). 
    
 Please refer to the Lisgar Assessment and Evaluation Policy. 
 
EVALUATION 
 
 Course Work (70%) 
 

1. Application                   17.5 % 
2. Knowledge/Understanding    17.5  % 
3. Communication     17.5  %   
4. Thinking/Inquiry/Problem Solving   17.5  % 

 
 Summative  (15%) 
 

Research Project 
      
Summative Due Date(s): December 14 - January 15, 2010 

 
 Exam (15%) 

To be scheduled 

ATTENDANCE 
 
If you are absent from class, you are expected to catch up what you missed and complete any relevant 
homework. When you return to class, you must show your teacher an Absence Verification Form. 
 
If you know in advance that you will be absent for a test, please see your teacher before the scheduled test 
date to arrange an alternate time to write it.  
 
If you are unexpectedly absent for a valid reason on the day of a scheduled test, please let your teacher know 
why. When you return to class, remember to show an Absence Verification Form from your homeroom 
teacher and a note from your parents indicating that they are aware you missed the test. An unjustified 
absence for a test may result in a mark of zero. 
 
SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES 
Textbook:  Life-Span Development – McGraw-Hill Ryerson – cost $70.00 
Videos, Internet Research, Field Observation 



 


