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Course Description/Overview 

 

In HRT3M, we explore the different approaches taken to studying religions and belief traditions, their historical context, 

their beliefs, their sacred texts and oral teachings, and their rituals. This course provides students with opportunities to 

examine ways in which religions and belief traditions meet various human needs, and to learn about the relationship 

between belief and action. Students further discover how different perspectives manifested by varying spiritual outlooks 

are brought to bear in contemporary society and embodied in popular culture, and what challenges, issues, and 

opportunities arise as a result. 

 

What is the role of religion and belief traditions in contemporary society? What is the significance and function of sacred 

places, rites, writings, and teachings in diverse world religions and belief traditions? What are the connections between 

religion and belief traditions and social, ethical, and philosophical issues, as well as personal psychological needs and 

concerns? How do various religions and belief traditions conceptualize the journey of life as a spiritual journey and a 

quest for meaning? How do concepts of time and place influence different religions and belief traditions? What is your  

own sense of the religious in relation to your own personal experience and the ideas and viewpoints to which you are 

exposed throughout the course? 

 

These are just some of the questions in which HRT3M at Lisgar will engage you and your critical and creative thinking 

skills as you explore the world’s religions and belief traditions - and the spiritual (and other) impulses that drive them.  

 

General Topics 

 

• Introduction: Thematic Exploration and Approaches to Religious Studies 

• The Religious Impulse Through Time 

• Comparative Studies: historical context, beliefs, sacred texts and oral teachings, rituals, and contemporary issues 

• Contemporary Issues  

• Religion and Belief Traditions in Popular Culture 

• Summative Tasks:  World Religions and Belief Traditions Roundtable Conference (Preparation and Participation) 

 

Formative (70%)  

 

Class Engagement, Independent Work, and Project-Based Learning 

 

Over the course of the year, students will, in addition to engaging in class activities and other assigned independent 

work, complete several creative, formative projects of their own choosing and design. These projects will take into 

account as wide a range of learning styles as possible, including verbal/auditory, rhythmic, visual/artistic, problem-

solving, bodily/kinesthetic, inter/intrapersonal, technological, and sensual/spiritual. The goal of each project is to select 

a topic of personal interest and appeal, think critically and creatively about the knowledge content connected to (and 

significance of) the topic through properly-sourced research and analysis of the subject matter, and communicate their 

learning in a creative and interesting way to the class. Students will have extended periods of time to complete these 

projects in and out of class, conference with the teacher as needed, and present their learning to the class.   
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Summatives (30%) 

 

The course’s culminating, summative tasks include the preparation of a proposal for (and participation in) a World 

Religions and Belief Traditions Roundtable Conference on the development (or modification) of a religion/belief 

tradition/philosophy that reflects a consensus of our class’ individual and collective knowledge and understanding of the 

work we have done throughout the course, as well as students’ own, individual “take” on religion/belief 

traditions/philosophy moving forward. 

 

Learning and Teaching Strategies 

 

Students are encouraged to develop their skills and construct their own meaningful knowledge and understanding of 

world religions and belief traditions as much as possible through authentic, ‘real life’ learning experiences. Our goal is to 

develop and enhance our critical thinking, creative, and imaginative skills and to practice the communication of our 

learning through a variety of media – all in a way as much as possible that suits the differentiated learning needs, IEPs, 

interests, dreams, and motivations of the individual student.  Students are encouraged to explore the course content 

and demonstrate their learning through engagement in and completion of teacher-directed class activities and 

independent tasks; through the planning, development, production, and presentation of differentiated creative 

products, and preparation for and participation in the course’s culminating summative tasks. 

 

Assessment and Evaluation 

 

Evaluations of student work are all based on the extent to which they have achieved a demonstration of their learning, 

linked to the Ministry of Education’s curriculum expectations. Term evaluation will be balanced equally between the 

following four categories: Knowledge/Understanding; Thinking/Inquiry/Problem Solving; Communication; and 

Application. See below for category explanations and sample descriptions, as well as for curriculum connections.  

 

Learning Objectives 

 
Overall Curriculum Expectations - By the end of this course, students will: 

 

Strand A: Research and Inquiry Skills 

 

A1. Exploring: explore topics related to world religions and belief traditions, and formulate questions to guide their research;  

 

A2. Investigating: create research plans, and locate and select information relevant to their chosen topics, using appropriate social science research and inquiry 

methods; 

 

A3. Processing Information: assess, record, analyse, and synthesize information gathered through research and inquiry;  

 

A4. Communicating and Reflecting: communicate the results of their research and inquiry clearly and effectively, and reflect on and evaluate their research, 

inquiry, and communication skills. 

 

Strand B: Approaches to the Study of the Sacred 

 

B1. Why Study World Religions and Belief Traditions?: demonstrate an understanding of various reasons for the study of world religions and belief traditions;  

 

B2. Terms and Concepts in the Study of the Sacred: demonstrate an understanding of terms and concepts related to the study of world religions and belief 

traditions;  

 

B3. Approaches: demonstrate an understanding and assess the strengths and weaknesses of various approaches to the study of world religions and belief 

traditions. 

 

Strand C: Religious and Spiritual Impulse 

 

C1. Functions of Human Belief Traditions: explain some of the ways people use religions and belief traditions to meet human needs;  

 

C2. The Search for Meaning: analyse ways in which various religions and belief traditions conceptualize the journey of life as a spiritual journey and quest for 

meaning. 
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Strand D: Sacred Teachings and Principles 

 

D1. Tenets, Practices, and Teachings: outline the central tenets, practices, and teachings of various religions and belief traditions;  

 

D2. Sacred Writings and Oral Teachings: analyse the role of sacred writings and oral teachings in various religions and belief traditions; 

 

 D3. Prescribed Roles and Influential Figures: analyse how individuals with specific roles have influenced the development of various religions and belief 

traditions. 

 

Strand E: Rites and Observance   

          

E1. Daily Living as Sacred Reality: demonstrate an understanding of the type of daily observances associated with various religions and belief traditions and of the 

role of these observances in the lives of adherents;  

 

E2. Rites and Rituals: demonstrate an understanding of the ways in which rituals and rites reflect the understandings and principles of various religions and belief 

traditions. 

 

Strand F: Social and Cultural Contexts 

 

F1. Cultural Contexts: identify and analyse ways in which various religions and belief traditions are embodied in cultural forms;  

 

F2. Social Contexts: analyse the interaction between society and various religions and belief traditions;  

 

F3. Social Challenges: demonstrate an understanding of the challenges that adherents of various religions and belief systems experience in society;  

 

F4. Religion, Civil Society, and Popular Culture: describe and analyse ways in which various religions and belief traditions are interpreted and adapted within civil 

society and popular culture. 

 

The full curriculum document is available  at http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/ssciences9to122013.pdf 

 

Category explanations and sample descriptions (see next page) 
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Category explanations and sample descriptions: 

► 
LEVELS 
► 

R 
NEEDS MORE 

REMEDIAL WORK 
R           R          R+ 
0           35          45 

1 
FALLS BELOW 

THE STANDARD        
1-            1             1+ 
50-53   54-56    57-59 

2 
APPROACHES 

THE STANDARD 
   2-           2          2+ 
60-63    64-66    67-69 

3 
MEETS 

THE STANDARD 
3-             3             3+ 
70-73   74-76     77-79 

4 
EXCEEDS 

THE STANDARD 
 4-            4             4+ 
80-86   87-93   94-100 S
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R
E

S
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LEARNING 
▼OBJECTIVES▼ 

Strand A: Research and Inquiry Skills 
A1-3: Research & 
Inquiry Skills: 
use the inquiry 
process; exploring,  
investigating; 
processing info, 
aspects of  
Religions, Belief 
Traditions; i.e.,  
Thinking / Inquiry 
Problem Solving 
“Use of critical and 
creative thinking 
skills , processes”  

  
Little evidence of 
critical thinking,  
creativity or 
imagination; applies 
little or no use of 
inquiry process 
/planning skills; and/or  
no evidence to 
suggest all work is 
clearly student's own.   

 
Needs to make more 
use of critical thinking, 
creativity or 
imagination; some but 
not all  ideas are 
supported with 
reasons, evidence; 
more use of new, 
original ideas; applies 
some use of inquiry 
process/planning 
skills 

 
Uses  critical thinking 
effectively; effective 
use of inquiry process 
/planning skills; uses 
new, original ideas; 
ideas are well 
supported with 
reasons, evidence; 
Work/ role play 
demonstrates 
creativity, originality 
and imagination 

 
Work, role play 
includes original, 
imaginative, creative,  
twist reflecting critical 
thinking on new, 
personal insight / 
information/ 
knowledge introduced 
through research on 
the topic by the 
student 

 

A4: 
Communicating, 
reflecting; 
developing 
Transferable 
Skills: Apply in 
everyday/career 
contexts skills 
developed through 
research, inquiry; 
i.e.  
Communication: 
Conveying mean- 
ing, expression 
 
Application: 
Using skills to 
make connections 
within, between 
various contexts”  

 Little effort to clarify 
errors in spelling, 
grammar; symbols or 
visuals; and/or 
ineffective oral 
communication to 
different audiences; 
little evidence to 
suggest words are 
clearly student’s own 
Little effort made to be 
neat;  most parts are 
missing; and/or there 
is no evidence to 
suggest all content  is 
clearly student’s own; 
little effort to elaborate 
Little attempt to plan, 
predict, transfer, apply 
concepts,connections, 
skills to new contexts  

Has a number of 
errors in spelling, 
grammar,punctuation; 
symbols or visuals ; 
and/or somewhat 
effective oral 
communication to 
different audiences;  
somewhat effective 
collaboration, 
engagen’t, teamwork 
Some effort has been 
made to be neat and 
some, but not all is 
complete. Some parts 
need more elaborat’n 
Some effective 
planning, predicting, 
transferring, applying 
concepts,connections, 
skills to new contexts 

Very few errors in 
spelling, grammar, 
punctuation; symbols 
or visuals used 
effectively; effective 
oral communication to 
different audiences; 
effective collaboration 
engagen’t, teamwork 

 

 Work is typed, neat, 
includes each part; 
each part is complete, 
thorough and fully 
elaborated upon. 
Effective planning, 
predicting transferring 
applying concepts, 
connections, skills to 
new contexts/media  

No errors in spelling, 
grammar,punctuation; 
visuals blend clearly 
with written work; 
relaxed, enjoyable, 
confident oral to 
different audiences;  
Excellent collaborat’n, 
engagen’t, teamwork 
 
Extra effort to 
introduce new 
content, personal 
insight / info 
knowledge [and] in 
detail. Planning, pre- 
dicting, transferring 
transferring, applying 
concepts, connections 
skills to new contexts/ 
media with originality  

 

Strand B 
Strand C 
Strand D 
Strand E 
Strand F    
 
Knowledge, and 
Understanding 
Acquisition of 
content; 
comprehension of 
its meaning and 
significance.” 

Approaches to the Study of the Sacred  
Religious and Spiritual Impulse  

Sacred Teachings and Principles   
Rites and Observance  

 Social and Cultural Contexts  
  

 
 
 
 
 
Submission reflects 
little knowledge, 
understanding of 
facts, terms, concepts, 
principles, theories 
and relationships  &/or 
there is little evidence 
to suggest knowledge 
is student’s own 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Some, but not all 
parts of submission 
reflect an accurate 
knowledge, 
understanding of 
facts, terms, 
concepts, principles, 
theories and 
relationships to be 
explored 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Work reflects an 
accurate knowledge, 
understanding of 
facts, terms, concepts 
principles, theories 
and relationships; 
learning reflects a 
strong grasp of 
knowledge questions 
posed and built upon   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Work reflects an  
accurate knowledge/ 
understanding of new 
insights, facts, terms, 
concepts, principles, 
theories, relationships 
introduced by the 
student beyond  
prompts provide 

 

B. Reasons to 
study; terms, 
concepts, 
approaches 

 

C.  Religious, 
spiritual  impulse, 
functions, search 
for meaning 

 

D. Tenets, practice 
Teachings; roles, 
key figures 
E.  Living, rites, 
Rituals,  

 

F: Cultural, social 
contexts, 
challenges; inter-
pretation,adap-
tation by civil 
society,pop culture 

 


